
IPC FEEDBACK  MAG N A V I TAE   

Describe your experience at IPC in 3 words.  
enlightening, inf orma l, dif f icult  
  
If someone is thinking about applying to attend the IPC, what would you say to them?  
This is  a  good step to ta ke bef ore university  to discover a  pa th y ou ma y  wish to study  f urther; a s here 
y ou ca n dive into multiple topics, ra ther tha n choosing a  single ma jor. Also, it is  sooooo good ha ving a  
chef  cook f or y ou everyda y . Y ou will use lots of  money  on da y  trips, sna cks a nd a ctivities though, so 
sa ve up if  y ou ca n. 
 
How has your personal IPC experience positively impacted your future career?  
I t ha s inspired me to use my  a rt more politica lly  tha n bef ore.  

Overall Experience                                                                                                                       
Overa ll, I P C wa s a n a bsolute whirlwind of  emotiona l experiences. I t is  a n intense environment with 
such a  mixture of  cultures a nd persona lities tha t socia l cha llenges a re very  much a t the f oref ront. 
H owever, a s I  beca me more comf orta ble in the school spa ce a nd with the energies of  my  coha bita nts, 
I  could wholly  enga ge in the lessons. All of  which were incredibly  inf orma l a nd the tea ching sty le is  
very  ca sua l, discussion ba sed, with one of  mine being more lecture-esque. This one wa s G loba l 
Cha llenges, which I ’d hoped would ta ke a  current a pproa ch, but turned out to be a  history  of  -  mostly  
W estern-  economics. N onetheless, UK  school history  cla sses missed out ma ny  a spects so this in depth 
look  a t the context of  toda y, wa s a ctua lly  usef ul to me a nd ha s encoura ged persona l resea rch in 
current globa l cha llenges in my  own time a nd a ided the potentia l to spot pa tterns in previous timelines. 
Ultima tely , expecta tions of  the lessons, a ccording to their title a nd description, ma y  not be met, which 
is  not necessa rily  nega tive!! Another exa mple is  the crea tive subjects (a rt a nd cera mics) tha t I  took . 
They  were entirely  f reef orm. There wa s no direction f rom a  lea der/ tea cher. I nitia lly  I  f elt excited to 
ha ve a  set time to ‘pla y ’, but a s the term went on, the cla sses tha t pushed my  perspective a nd ta ught 
me new idea s were the ones I  ha d grea ter motiva tion to a ttend. My  f a vourite cla ss being censored 
litera ture. I n this, I  could dra w on ma ny  of  the theories f rom my  B A degree, y et we rea d books f rom 
world-wide ra ther tha n just the W est. W e would rea d then come together a nd discuss. The group wa s 
still completely  white, y et diverse enough to deba te perspectives on the content.  

I n terms of  da ily  life, the f ood wa s good, we ha d a ccess to tea  a nd cof f ee throughout the da y , but the 
student kitchen is fa irly  dirty , sma ll, a nd outda ted, so I  only  cooked once in there. On the weekends, 
sometimes it wa s nourishing to go to brunch a nd then sta re a t a  wa ll until dinner. Other times I  
explored H elsingør solo, or took  trips to Copneha gen with f riends visiting me f rom home. 

What would you have liked MV to have done to help your experience?                                        
Ma y be a  loa n to live off  when y ou get ba ck  to the UK  a f ter not ea rning f or three months. W hich y ou 
could then pa y  them ba ck  a f ter y ou f ind a  job. 

What did MV do to help your experience?                                                                                    
B ooked f lights a nd tra vel etc. This wa s such a  weight off  knowing this ha d been sorted.  

What would you have liked to know before going out to IPC?  

-  Tha t we ha ve to clea n the school twice a  week , there a re no employ ed clea ners. 
-  There a re no ca mera s a ny where in the school, only  a t the f ront entra nce. 
-  W e ha ve to do the wa shing up. 
-  A rough schedule would ha ve been good to know, there is  f ellowship f irst thing every  morning, 

I  could send my  timeta ble a s a n exa mple if  a ny one would like to see tha t. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

discoveries  
- the sweetness of community  
- my synonym knowledge has 

increased  
- culture differences, and how I 

expect people to treat me  
- there is an invisible pressure being a 

native english speaker to offer 
definitions and contribute to class 
discussions   

 

advice  
- the mandatory activities are all a 

choice  
- you do not get a map so wander 

around the school  
- do not feel like you have to do 

everything  
- you lock your room by tapping the 

key on the beeper again  
- majority of information is given last 

minute  
- it is warm inside the building and 

bedrooms  
- bring earplugs  
- bring slippers/sliders  
- the system is set up to cause more 

introverted people to become 
immensely lonely, especially on 
weekends. So just do your own thing 
and don’t force yourself to be social 
with people not on your vibe  

 

 


